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dition was not improved; he again, however,
gave audiences. The attacks of dyspnoea were
more frequent and distressing, and with increas-
ing cyanosis were gravely suggestive of threat-
ened cardiac failure. In the afternoon the Queen
arrived from the Continent, and the fact that
the King was not at the station to meet her
was the first indication to the public that His
Majesty was indisposed. With the permission
of the King, the physicians now issued their
first bulletin, that " The King is suffering from
bronchitis, and has been confined to his room
for two days. His Majesty's condition causes
some anxiety," which appeared in some of the
evening papers, but not until it had been seen
by His Majesty, who somewhat modified its
terms.
Sir Francis Laking and Sir James Reid remained
at the Palace. Up to 4.30 a.m. on Friday morn-
ing His Majesty had a better night, but in the early
hours of Friday he had several severe attacks of
dyspnoea, and when visited that morning by his
physicians it was at once seen that the gravity
of the symptoms had increased. A bulletin was
issued, stating, " The King has passed a com-
paratively quiet night, but the symptoms have not
improved, and His Majesty's condition gives rise
to grave anxiety.3*
Thereafter His Majesty's condition grew rapidly
worse. He had more than one attack of dyspnoea
of a dangerous character, following upon slight
movements, from which he was only rallied by
powerful remedies. About three p.m. conscious-
ness began to fail, and the third bulletin was issued,
stating, "The King's symptoms have become
worse during the day, and His Majesty's condition
is now critical." Consciousness never completely